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SUPPORT OUR SERVICE PERSONNEL

PUBLIC STATEMENT 0 28 February 2014
RESPECT FOR MILITARY

Again we see a total disrespect for the Australi:
ments by Senator Conroy in his attack on Lieuten:
Whil e the Senator may consider he can point scor
vant age against his political opponents he shoul
supportedebyitckrecoexmmuni ty have a high degree of
On behalf of the members of the Vietnam Veterans
cern at this type of disrespect | would ask all
in future and at | east give our military the sam
Ken Foster C

Nati onal President O u r a g e

Vi etnam Veterans Ass

This is the only time you R
non in your |ifetime. eSpeCt
Cal endar August 2014
Sun Mon TuesWed ThurFri Sat T e a, I“WO r k
1 2
3 4 S 6 7 8 9 Col onel Bawndhleey 89, and newly
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 a 22 axl d, announced at his cl
17 18 19 20 21 29 23 bride was expecting his baby.
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 His ol des®urt@aeneds,, smiled sce
31 and rem&krekmedbe&hobp @&hist e ?
Crack shot, |ion hunter, east
I n August this year, we wil r-.
days and b5Ttsiusmdeaymspens onl y®l d Choppers was out stalking
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; ; ; out and the |ion dropped dead
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lary: ® mpos e bdleai med td@em€bddynpedl s
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BFF: SE8U Frlehe I:aintd'hat ot di oB@ist eat he@n what |
BYOT: Bring Your Own Tgettiag at.
CB M: Covered by Medica
F WB : Friend-bWwotkeBst a
L MDO: Laughing My Dent
GGPBL: Gotta Go, Pacem
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GEELONG
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BOX HI LL

The VVAA BoBr adndh hSeulbd at h®irmepgr egsener al . The F
t i gifdlusck TidenDit hiar2@hBr anch Bob EIl worthy and
2014. This year we werermoMVebseerarSobnpr0|rV|Steagtew
4 : Houseand his wife Jenni e
OAM, ANZAC House Honour €
his partner Jackie Bonne
i ncluding the President
Tony Bowden JP, OAM and
Apart from those menti or
Vet erans and their Guest
ident of the VVAA Box Hill Sub-Branch opened
the evening with a greet
This din'nfterati sBaxheHi9 | h.
ot her guest speakers ov
Keith Payne VC, Jim Mare
to have as our guest stpleakRattitdh,e Gluem ehd meChi €
The Australian Army Ltl aGeBerdalr mbihe sAdis Mon roiby |
son. AO. Hi s father, Mag nodd sQ@e ntehrea Il i Altl ggro esAlomy
Morrison DSO (Retd) waGt htere Vi@Brafamh8&BRoi att e
Vietnam in 1971. The bwerhe oNokhlhee mPanrlk &ahd &pw
ones inGAudtlridlairy histT@atygyspo hsacheeheorgani s
position of Major GenerBatepti AanghafBd atchki sT bpea riti
As usual this dinner i&si hhBi ¢gHhodewafd afntderi ts
, sl o have to be the best of t
ges titadw Does he bedantel 1 hi
time will only tell, kno
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SEYMOUR WALK VANDALI SM

THE ROMANTI C

VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA® | never for g €
DIAMOND VALLEY Sub Branch INC py | was when |
President: Secretary: mi ssus wal ki ng (
P i ai sle towards me
Email: peter_janiceblackman@hotmal.com  Email - gary_scottfoptusnet com.au

Postal Address: PO Box 542, GREENSBOROUGH, VIC 3083, Email - dviets. greensboroughg@gmail.com My heart was b
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16 December 2013

Mr Edward O'Donohue It seemed to tal
Minister for Cormreacti .

Level 26, 121 Exhibition Strest. but event U.a I 1y
Melbourne, Vic 3000 was , IS t an d i n g b e
Dear Minister

I am writing to inform you of an act of vandalism at the Seymour Vietnam Veterans Memorial I g ave h er a | (0}
Walk. In the last week, vandals have destroyed upwards of 60 of the young trees that were an d s a | d ,

spedially sourced for the memaorial.

This senseless act of vandalism has incensed and deeply saddened the Victorian and wider

Vietnam veteran community. We regard this vandalism as an affrent to all respectful " G e t t h a t t Ir o I I (S
Australians and an insult to all these fine young men who gave their lives, to those who still 1

bear the scars and to all those who served their nation se magnificently during the Vietnam I ove. T h e y r e d C
War. The vandalism is particularly disappeinting for the members of the Mitchell Sub-Branch of t ons o) f B eer f (
the Vietnam Veterans Assodation, the Mitchell Shire Council of Australia and other voluntears 1

whe were the driving forces behind the creation of this memerial. 0 f 2 . LU
Such an un-Australian act should not go unpunished, and it is our hope that the perpetrators

are caught and that they feal the full force of the law. Vietnam veterans, particulary in this
state, will take a keen interest in following the efforts to bring the perpetrators to justice.

Yours sincerely

Office of the Minister for Crime Prevention

121 Exhibition Street
Melboumne Victoria 3000

GPO Box 4356
Gary Scott Mclbourne Victoria 3001
Secretary Telephone: (03) 8684 0900
VWAA Diamond Valley Sub- Branch {DViets) Ez;similc; (03) 8684 0910
X 210077
2 7 DEC 2013 Our ref: CD/13/502602
MC/13/7331

Gary Scott
5 H Secretary
Honour the dead but ﬂght lik Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia
Diamond Valley
PO Box 542
Greensborough VIC 3000

Dear Mr Scott

Seymour Vietnam Veterans Memorial Walk

Thank you for your letter dated 16 December 2013 addressed to the Minister for Crime Prevention, the
Hon Edward O’Donohue MP regarding acts of vandalism at the Seymour Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Walk and the destruction of specially placed trees. I share your sense of affrontery, not just at this type

of behaviour, but also that it should occur at such an important and solemn place.

The Minister is currently seeking advice in relation to the matters you have raised and a response will
be provided at the carliest opportunity.

Yours sincerely
James Talia
A/Chief of Staff

14 onour e e a u I g I k e
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Senator the Hon. Michael Ronaldson
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC
Special Minister of State

M13/3306

Mr Bob Elworthy

President

Vietnam Veterans’ Association of Australia
Victorian Branch Inc.

ANZAC House, 4 Collins Street
MELBOURNE VIC 3000

ZA

Dear M%thy,

I refer to your letter of 15 December 2013 regarding the senseless vandalism of trees at the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Walk in Seymour.

The Abbott Coalition Government will make available to the Vietnam Veterans’ Association of
Australia (Victorian Branch Inc.) a community commemorative grant of up to $4,000 from the
Saluting Their Service programme to enable the replacement of these trees.

ed to give effect to my decision. I will
ing round which should be in early 2014.

Enclosed with this letter is an application form which is req
ask my Department to action this application in the next

Once these trees are replaced I am happy to speak further with the Association about ways to improve
security of the Memorial precinct to deter any

Yours sincerely,

SENATOR THE HON. MI L RONALDSON

2 3 DEC 2013
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